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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
10th August 2005
This week

· General information

· Forthcoming events

· Training

· Website/New on Website

· Funding

· Vacancies

Remember: For more information about any of these articles, visit the Halton Together website.

General Information 

DFES Consultation Document                                                            
The Department for Education and Skills has published an important consultation paper regarding the 'Rationalisation of grant funding from the Children, Young People and Families Directorate to voluntary organisations'.  They are hoping that people who work in the voluntary and community sector will read and respond to this document during the month of August. Don’t miss your chance to have your say! For more information check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Handyperson Service – Happen 4U                                                            
Do you or members of your organisation need a small job doing around the office or the home? Were you concerned that you wouldn’t be able to afford a professional? Well after 1st October you will! Happen 4 U will be offering a reliable and quality service to local residents and groups at a very reasonable price. For more information check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) 
Opportunity for young people who live in Halton -  A 'Neigh-bourhood Service’
 

Interested in Horses?
Wild about the environment?
Keen on research and design technology?
Looking for an exciting challenge?
 

Young people with enthusiasm, commitment and a sense of adventure are invited to take part in a canal boat based project over 12 weeks. The aim is to develop a new educational project based on using a horse and cart to collect recyclable items within Halton.
 

Young people will receive accreditation for this project.
 

If you feel that you have the enthusiasm to get involved - please contact Norma Hornby on  01928 718100 for further details.
 
Smoking in public places consultation                                                            
Heart of Mersey is looking at the effects of secondary smoking in public places.  Does this bother you?  Then join the consultation on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) 
Safer Halton Partnership – Making Halton Safer, Cleaner and Greener                                                         
Would you benefit from reading tips about how to protect your home when you go on holiday or information about how to enjoy alcoholic drinks in a fun, but safe fashion? Maybe you’d be interested in reading about Halton’s campaign against domestic violence or the new mobile Outreach Fire Station that’s having such an impact in the community? The Safer Halton Partnerships’s new newsletter covers all this and more. For more information check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Halton Strategic Partnership – Engagement Strategy Consultation                                                         
The Halton Strategic Partnership has a well-established planning process about deciding what needs to be done to improve Halton, prioritising these needs, and instigating the appropriate action to get things done. The overall strategy is about giving people choices in their lives.  Effective community engagement is a vital part of that process by giving local people a voice in the decisions that affect their choices. Please help to make this process as efficient and effective as possible by joining in with their Engagement Strategy Consultation. For more information check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Forthcoming Events

Could you be a 1940’s family?
How much do you and your family know about World War II?  Would you like the chance experience how life was during wartime Britain? Come along and bring the whole family. It will be fun and fascinating for everyone from Grandparents to Grandchildren. There’s free entry and free transport. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details
Free ! Presentation – support for Tenants & home owners – 26th August 2005

Do you know what Halton Floating Support does?  Are you aware that they can offer support to tenants, or home owners?  This might be due to debt issues, benefit issues or specialist care e.g Mental Health - sign posting to other services etc.  Are you also aware that they have vacancies?  Want to know more then attend the presentation at The Pavillion, Weston Point, Runcorn at 10am on 26th Aug.  For more information contact Jackie Corrigan, Service Manager on managerhalfs@imaginementalhealth.org.uk
Launch of Children, Families and Young People’s Forum                                                               
Do you work with children, families or young people? The Family Forum, Under 14’s Forum and the Early Years Partnership have joined together under the title of Children, Families & Young People’s Forum.  Come along, network and celebrate the launch of this forum at the Halton Stadium in September. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Events) for more details

Opportunities Fair (Jobs Fair)  1st Feb 2006 – 9.30am – 4.30pm                                                            
Do you work with or know any 16-19 year olds who would be interested in opportunities open to them?  Connexions will collect and return pupils from all High schools in Halton.

Most of the exhibitors will be from the Local Training Providers, Employers and Colleges but voluntary sector exhibitors are most welcome.

For more information contact Steven Conley on Steven.Conley@connexions-gmerseyside.co.uk
Your chance to appear on “The Cat Walk”
Would you like to participate in fun, Art workshops? How does following a trail of decorated cats in the lovely surroundings of Norton Priory’s Walled Garden sound? Throughout July and August, the fine people of Norton Priory are organising free workshops, led by professional artists that promise to be both fun and creative. Places are limited so book your seat soon! For details on how to do this and specific workshop dates, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events)
Training
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

HVA Volunteer Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  For everything from Child Protection, Confidentiality and Being a Volunteer, it’s all here. If this sounds beneficial to you, check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details 

(Information now updated to include courses facilitated by Age Concern Halton)
Training on how to access grants for the home                                                                                      
Do you give advice to people about improving the homes that they live in? You may be interested to learn that grants are available to help Halton residents with free or low cost insulation/ heating measures. Training is available regarding these grants so that people who may be in need of help receive the best advice possible. For more information about this training opportunity, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
Funding

General 

Asylum Seekers  
Does your group work to benefit asylum seekers? Is your project aiming to provide reception services for asylum seekers, including measures to support children? Or are you providing services or projects that help asylum seekers integrate into the UK? If so, then grants are available from the European Refugee Fund. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General) for more details

Young People

Funding for Groups Working with Young People Available
Come on Halton!! Where are you? For once, voluntary groups have been very slow in taking up the opportunity to access funds. These grant opportunities have been made available specifically for groups who work with young people. Has your group worked with young people in the past? Or is this an ideal opportunity to develop a new project that could involve young people?  Check out the details and give it a try. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
Vacancies

Volunteer Development Worker – Wirral CVS
Full Time - £20,707 
Are you passionate about volunteering? Do you have the skills and experience to help local voluntary groups develop their volunteering opportunities? If so, you may be in luck as Wirral CVS, in partnership with Heswall CVS and CBED in Wallasey, is looking to appoint an outreach Volunteering and Development Worker to maintain and develop volunteer centre services in the Heswall and Wallasey areas. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

Programme Support Administrator – Community Pride Initiative

Part Time (20 hours per week) - £16,854 to £17,922 (pro rata)
Are you a highly motivated person with a passion for community empowerment? If so, Community Pride Initiative (with their strong reputation for innovative methods of empowerment) might be the place for you. CPI are looking for someone to ensure the smooth running of their office and to support their programme of activities. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

Please note that the views or opinions expressed in any of these articles or at www.haltontogether.org.uk do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Halton Together or Halton Voluntary Action. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk







