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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
20th July 2005
This week

· General information

· Events this week
· Forthcoming events

· Training
· Website/New on Website

· Funding
· Vacancies

General Information 

Free Office Furniture                                                          
Acorn Lifelong Learning Centre have four top quality, sturdy computer desks which they are generously offering to donate to any community or voluntary group that can give them a good home. There will be no charge for the equipment, but it will be the responsibility of the recipient group to arrange its collection. Don’t miss out on this excellent opportunity. Please call Angela Metcalfe on 01928 573721 for further details.

‘Get Heard’ about the National Action Plan on Social Inclusion 2006

Do you work with people who live in poverty? Do you agree that it’s important they are given the chance to have their say and be heard?  Would you like the chance to express your opinion about Government policies which are meant to improve life for everyone?  Your valuable input to this initiative could help identify new and innovative ways to tackle poverty.  Please take the time to answer three short questions. It could make a real difference.  Visit www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for full details
The Northern Way: What Role For The Voluntary Sector?
For years, the North West has suffered as it’s brightest and best have left the area and headed down South. For many, the idea that London has all the jobs and all the money still rings true. The Government is trying to change this. A new strategy to promote economic growth across the North of England is being devised in the hope that the North-South divide can be bridged within 25 years. But can this really be done?  This briefing will give you more information and allow you to have your say.  Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details
Have you volunteered with the NHS?
Have you or any of your colleagues ever volunteered for the NHS? If so, you may have noticed that the different volunteering opportunities have different benefits. This has lead to some confusion, and people are left thinking that some NHS voluntary roles are more valued than others. Volunteering England is trying to change this (and develop NHS volunteering guidelines), but the group need your help with a major piece of consultation work on the subject. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details
Have your say on the draft Regional Economic Strategy
The draft RES has been published online. The idea of the RES is provide a clear and measurable vision for the region and outline clear policies which will deliver the vision with the actions required. In short, to address the key issues which affect the economic performance of the North West. A period of three months public consultation has just begun (on 1st July 2005) and this is a chance for you to have your say on this vital document. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details
The Council Needs You!                                                            
Would your voluntary group benefit from receiving regular payments from the Council? Would you be able to volunteer for one days work each month? Halton Borough Council is looking for help distributing its monthly staff magazine. For more information about this opportunity and contact details, check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Consultation on the Paradise Project, Liverpool

According to project developers Grosvenor, the Liverpool Paradise Project, “is one of the most interesting and important development projects going on at present. It is the key to the regeneration of Liverpool City Centre and will bring huge economic, commercial, social and environmental benefits to the area.” Before finalising plans for the development, Grosvenor are keen to receive comments and advice from as many groups as possible (in particular regarding access). Have your say at a meeting on Tuesday 2nd August. For full details of the event, check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Forthcoming Events

Could you be a 1940’s family?
How much do you and your family know about World War II?  Would you like the chance experience how life was during wartime Britain? Come along and bring the whole family. It will be fun and fascinating for everyone from Grandparents to Grandchildren. There’s free entry and free transport. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details
Your chance to appear on “The Cat Walk”
Would you like to participate in fun, Art workshops? How does following a trail of decorated cats in the lovely surroundings of Norton Priory’s Walled Garden sound? Throughout July and August, the fine people of Norton Priory are organising free workshops, led by professional artists that promise to be both fun and creative. Places are limited so book your seat soon! For details on how to do this and specific workshop dates, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events)
Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training                Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (Training, IT, Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

HVA Volunteer Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  For everything from Child Protection, Confidentiality and Being a Volunteer, it’s all here. If this sounds beneficial to you, check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details 

(Information now updated to include courses facilitated by Age Concern Halton)
Partnerships for Healthy Places                                                                                      
Does your group introduce Health Initiatives?  Do your projects aim to create healthy, vibrant and liveable places? If so, why not take the opportunity to attend a two day course in September at the University of Central Lancashire, Preston. Find out how to make sure your projects contribute to sustainable and integrated health improvement. Check out our website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

Catching Confidence                                                                                      
Does your project give your beneficiaries increased confidence? Have you often struggled to record important “soft outcomes” like confidence in a way that funding bodies can understand? If that is the case, you’ll be pleased to learn that NIACE have developed a toolkit so that your staff or trainers can develop, identify and record confidence as it grows in each person. NIACE are running two training sessions in October. For dates, venues and costs details, please check out our website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Increase your Leadership Skills                                                                                      
Would you like to learn what to do when you want to “lead by example”? Would you like to increase your ability to communicate your vision to those around you? Or would your organisation benefit from training that increased your understanding of how your leadership style impacts on others and how you should best manage it? If the answer to any of these questions is yes, you’ll be pleased to learn that The Directory of Social Change is running seminars in August and September on the subject of Leadership. For dates, venue and cost details, please check out our website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
HIV Awareness Training Course                                                                                      
Would your organisation benefit by improving its Equal Opportunities and HIV Policy? By attending this course (facilitated by Sahir House), you’ll learn about good practice guidelines in the work place and information about the myths, attitudes & prejudice relating to HIV, the social, physical & emotional impact of those living with HIV and their carers & families and much much more. Anyone working in the voluntary or community sector will benefit from attending this course. For dates, venue and cost details, please check out our website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums

Useful Links
Disability Discrimination Act                                                            
Does your group work with people with disabilities or impairments? If so, you might benefit from reading eleven new briefings on the subject which cover DDA issues in adult community learning, further education and work based learning.  Check out our website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Links) for more details
Funding

General 

Funding for Community Champions 
Is your group interested in improving its local community? If so, you may find that grants of up to £2000 are available through the Community Champions Fund. CCF aims to fund projects that enable individuals (working in them) to act as inspirational figures and encourage others in the community to get involved. If this sounds relevant to your group, 
check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General) for more details.
Funding to develop Local Heritage Projects 
Is your group interested in developing a heritage project that will involve the local community? If your project includes promoting public access, enjoyment and appreciation of heritage assets, this could be the ideal funding stream for you! The grants range from £3,000 to £25,000 and if you require further details, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General)
Can you sell the benefits of Broadband Internet? 
Could your group run a project that would encourage your local community to use the World Wide Web and embrace the many benefits of broadband Internet? Broadband CONNECT are offering grants of up to £66,000 for community groups in Cheshire who can create innovative and engaging projects. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General) for more details. 

UK Villages Community Kitty 
Do you or your group work in a specific part of Halton? If so, you may find that you could access funding from the UK Villages Community Kitty. Previous grants have been awarded to knitting circles, playgroups and village halls amongst others. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General) for more details

Health
GlaxoSmithKline Community Health IMPACT Awards 
Does your group work to address issues regarding health?  This year GlaxoSmithKline will again be running its highly successful IMPACT awards. These national awards provide funding for registered charities who’ve set an outstanding example in a health-related field. If your group is recognized for it’s work, you could win a prize between £5000 and £30,000.
Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Health) for more details
Volunteering England Funding 2006-2009 
Does your organisation work to improve local health? Volunteering England has launched its new “Opportunities for Volunteering Scheme”. In this scheme, grants will be awarded to organisations (working in the field of health) who involve volunteers in the delivery of their services. The grants range from £10,000 to £35,000 per annum. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Health) for more details
Young People

Funding for Groups Working with Young People Available
Come on Halton!! Where are you? For once, voluntary groups have been very slow in taking up the opportunity to access funds. These grant opportunities have been made available specifically for groups who work with young people. Has your group worked with young people in the past? Or is this an ideal opportunity to develop a new project that could involve young people?  Check out the details and give it a try. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
The Philip Lawrence Awards
Do you know any projects for young people that deserve recognising for outstanding achievements in good citizenship? The Philip Lawrence Awards focus on exceptionally praiseworthy activities (rather than the individuals involved). The groups that have activities recognised as Award winning will receive £1000 to invest in developing their project further. 

 Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
Argos in the Community
Does your group work with young people and try to give them the best opportunities in life, for better health, education and environment? If your group is either a registered charity or non-profit making organisation, you may that funding is available for you! Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
4Front Awards
Does your group work with young people aged between 11 and 25? If the young people can come up with a new an innovative idea of how they can best help other young people, they could be eligible for a grant of £3,000 from the Camelot Foundation to help turn the idea in to a reality. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
Sport

Greater Manchester Sports Fund
Do you know any young sportsmen or women that are struggling to achieve their sporting potential? All too often, their talent is wasted as they struggle to turn their amateur hobby into a professional career. Now a new fund has been developed to help those who for financial reasons, are struggling to stay the course. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Sport) for more details
People with Disabilities

Funding to develop Specialist Schools
You may or may not be aware that schools are now able to apply for additional capital and revenue funding in exchange for the development of specific curricular specialisms within the school. For more details on this exciting opportunity, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, People with Disabilities) for more details
Please note that the views or opinions expressed in any of these articles or at www.haltontogether.org.uk do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Halton Together or Halton Voluntary Action. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk







