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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
6th July 2005
This week

· General information

· Events this week
· Forthcoming events

· Training
· Website/New on Website

· Funding
· Vacancies

General Information 

Competition - name the HVA / Halton Together Database  
closing Friday 8th July                                                            
Are you a creative person? Your idea for naming the new HVA and Halton Together Database could win you a £20 gift voucher. To find out more about the competition and the substantial benefits of the new database, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Information Database

Do you provide services to children, young people and families?  This database will be used when people are making referrals Please send them back to Peter Richmond, email peter.richmond@halton.gov.uk.  Full template can be found on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Network Forums – Children, Families & Young People’s Forum)

Petition to stop debt advertising on childrens TV

Are you outraged by debt adverts on childrens' television channels, especially for secured loans?  Check out the www.haltontogether.org.uk
(noticeboard) for more details
Financial literacy & money/debt advice
Could you contribute to this research?  United Utilities Trust Fund - this charity have commissioned research prior to embarking on a grant programme supporting money/debt advice & financial literacy.  They are hoping to interview key people from stakeholders & the VCS - including local and national organizations.  If you are interested please contact Kerry on 0845 179 1791 or email kerry@uutf.org.uk 
Carbon Monoxide (Co) Awareness.

Are you interested in getting involved with a support group?  CO Awareness is looking for a Chairperson and Secretary for their group.  For more details contact Lynn on 07715 899296

Free legal advice for community groups
Do you need free legal advice?  Then check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
The Essential Trustee
Everything you need to know about the duties and responsibilities of being a trustee.  Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Events this week 

Take Part in Halton                                                               
Fancy spending an afternoon in Norton Priory enjoying performances from local musicians, drama groups and artists? How about joining in with the many different interactive workshops? And if you don't fancy trying pottery or painting, why not simply relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and atmosphere that Norton Priory has to offer. It all happens this Sunday (10th July). Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for the full programme including performance start times
Forthcoming Events

Compact Plus                                                                                      
What’s next for the Compact?  A consultation document (Strengthening Partnerships: Next Steps for Compact) will run until mid July.  A regional event has been organised by Voluntary Sector North West to discuss the issues raised in the document and feed back to the Home Office.  If you are interested please attend on Tuesday 12th July at Wigan Investment Centre. Please check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details
Could you be a 1940’s family?
How much do you and your family know about World War II?  Would you like the chance experience how life was during wartime Britain? Come along and bring the whole family. It will be fun and fascinating for everyone from Grandparents to Grandchildren. There’s free entry and free transport. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details
Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training                Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (Training, IT, Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

Volunteer Training                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  Then check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

Free! Common Assessment Framework Training   
Healthwise, in conjunction with the Drug Action Team will provide this one-day course.  Would you like to understand the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) and how it can be used as a referral tool for young people into Halton’s Young Person’s Substance Misuse Service, as highlighted in ‘Every Child Matters – Young People and Drugs’?  Then check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums

Funding

General

Voluntary Groups IT Grand Aid

Is your voluntary organisation in need of an IT overhaul? Would your group benefit from having new equipment and volunteers who’ve been trained in a wide variety of tasks? For everything from mastering Excel to building your own website, Voluntary Groups IT Grant Aid could be the answer to all your problems. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Funding, General) for more details
Grants for Individuals

Finding funding streams that will help turn your idea into a reality has always been a difficult and time consuming challenge. It can be even harder for those of us who work alone as individuals, rather than as a member of a voluntary group. However, help is finally at hand. A new website has been launched specifically to help those individuals struggling to find the right funding opportunities. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General) for more details
Young People

Young Peoples Fund (Big Lottery)
Come on Halton!! Where are you? For once, voluntary groups have been very slow in taking up the opportunity to access funds. These grant opportunities have been made available specifically for groups who work with young people. Has your group worked with young people in the past? Or is this an ideal opportunity to develop a new project that could involve young people?  Check out the details and give it a try. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People) for more details
Vacancies
Consortia Support Officer - Government Office North West
1 year secondment

Are you looking for a challenge?  Could you support the Greater Merseyside Consortia with the Change Up agenda of infrastructure development, investment and modernisation?  Then this could be a very interesting opportunity. For more details check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Vacancies)
Volunteering Projects Manager - Sefton Volunteer Bureau
A skilled and experienced individual is needed for the exciting post of Volunteering Projects' Manager based in Waterloo. For more details check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Vacancies)
If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk
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