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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
22nd June 2005
This week

· General information

· Events this week
· Forthcoming events

· Training
· Website/New on Website

· Funding
· Vacancies

General Information 

Name the HVA / Halton Together Database  - closing Friday 8th July                                                            
Are you a creative person? Your idea for naming the new HVA and Halton Together Database could win you a £20 gift voucher. To find out more about the competition and the substantial benefits of the new database, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Warning from Charities Commission                                                               
Have you received e-mails offering you large sums of money to be used for charitable purposes if you allow them access to your bank account? Please ignore these e-mails. For more information on the potential dangers of responding to them check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Young Addaction                                                               
Do you work with young people who are suffering problems as a result of drug or alcohol abuse? Perhaps you know someone who needs support because they are having to watch a family member suffer. “Young Addaction” could be the answer. It’s a new service from Halton Drug Action Team that provides structured treatments including alternative therapy and counseling support. To read more check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

The National Childbirth Trust                                                               
Are you a parent?  Do you feel lonely or isolated?  Do you know what services are available to you?  This new network will make it easier for parents to find out about what is available in their local area.  Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for full details

Age Concern “Community Capacity Building Pilot”                                                                                      
Age Concern are targeting Castlefields and Hale Village/Hale Bank as their pilots to improve social integration.  Could you help link to this project and avoid duplication.  Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (membership groups – Senior Citizens – Age Concern) for more details

Events this week 

Better Than Ascot     This Week (24.06.05)                                                                                 Would you like to have a great night out whilst supporting a worthy cause? Don’t miss the YMCA Ascot Style Race Night. You could even sponsor a horse! Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Young People, Halton YMCA) for more details
Halton Orpheus Choir presents “Summer Spirit”     This Week (25.06.05)                                                                                 The superb singing group, Halton Orpheus Choir are proud to present “Summer Spirit”. This performance, featuring John Rutter’s “Feel the Spirit” with Hanna-Liisa Midwood-Kirchin (mezzo soprano) takes place at Farnworth Methodist Church on June 25th. For details of ticket prices and start times Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Arts, Halton Orpheus Choir) for more details
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour choir presents “Victory Celebrations”                                                                                      This Week (26.06.05) In commemoration of the victory celebrations this year, Our Lady’s choir are proud to present “Victory Celebrations”. With featured soloists and the Irish Guards this promises to be an evening of recollection and celebration of your favourite war time tunes.  For details and ticket prices Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Faith, Our Lady of Perpetual Succour) for more details
Forthcoming Events

Take Part in Halton                                                               
Fancy spending an afternoon in Norton Priory enjoying performances from local musicians, drama groups and artists? How about joining in with the many different interactive workshops? And if you don't fancy trying pottery or painting, why not simply relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and atmosphere that Norton Priory has to offer. It all happens on Sunday 10th July. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details

Take Part in Halton: Your Group Involved                                                               
Would you group or organisation benefit from the exposure of having information displayed at a major event in Halton? Halton Together are planning on featuring an information centre at the Take Part in Halton event at Norton priory. The information will be presented under one of five different headings (children & young people, disability, sport, art and environment). It’s an ideal opportunity to spread the word about your group. Please e-mail gbevan@haltonva.org.uk if you are interested in your group’s information being displayed.

Barnardos launches its Children’s Rights Services                                                               
The service will help all children and young people involved with Halton Social Services.  Help youngsters to have their say about education, hobbies and health.  Come along to Halton Stadium on Sat 17th September from 11 - 4 and learn more.  Check out the flyer on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Membership groups, People with Disabilities, Barnardos Wider Horizons) for more details
Compact Plus                                                                                      
What’s next for the Compact?  A consultation document (entitled “Strengthening Partnerships: Next Steps for Compact” will run until mid July.  A regional event has been organised by Voluntary Sector North West to discuss the issues raised in the document and feed back to the Home Office.  If you are interested please attend on Tuesday 12th July at Wigan Investment Centre. Please check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events)
Annual Fun day

Not doing anything on Saturday 2nd July?  Then why not come along to Spark Lane Millenium Field – Halton Village and join in the fun.  Check out the flyer on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Membership Groups, Community Development, Spark Lane Field Community Group) 

Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training                Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (training – IT – Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations.  Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

Volunteer Training                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  Then check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

Distance Learning                                                                                      
Ever thought about further study but can’t fit it in?  University of Wales, Lampeter offers a unique range of distant learning courses specifically designed for the Voluntary Sector.  Further details can be found on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
The Northern Collage Diploma in Community Regeneration               Would you like the opportunity to study on a part-time, flexible, modular basis in order to develop your skills, knowledge, understanding and practice? Are you involved in community regeneration and neighbourhood renewal as an activist or worker? This may suit you.  Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Young Spacemakers                                                                                      
Do you work with children aged 14-17 years and adult volunteers to build skills, confidence and ideas to enable them to have a real say in neighbourhood regeneration?  This training course (held this August) is a must. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, Personal Development) for more details

Introduction to European Funding – Free Seminars                                                                                      
Do you find European Funding confusing? Merseyside Network for Europe holds regular seminars on the European Structural Funds, aimed at voluntary and community groups. The next date is 14 July. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Training, General) for more details

The E-Guides Training Programme                                                                                      
Are you a staff member working in Adult and Community Learning?  Would you like to increase the use of e learning in ACL, through developing the skills and knowledge of E-Guides so that you are able to support colleagues in their use of technology in teaching and learning across the curriculum? Then check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training – IT) for more details

FREE Short Personal & Professional Development Programmes                                                                                      
Could you benefit from personal development courses?  Blackburne House is running courses free of charge.  Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details
Halton Sports Courses                                                                                      
Are you looking for training in coaching, first aid or working with young people.  Check out the courses being offered by Halton Sports Partnership on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

FREE RNID Deafness/ Disability Awareness Training                                                                                      
Do you work with people with disabilities? Would you or other members of your organisation benefit from training in these areas? Check out the free courses that are currently on offer. Visit www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details
Website

Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums

New on Website

Change Up                                                                                      
Do you know what ChangeUp is? ChangeUp is the Home Office Capacity Building and Infrastructure Framework that looks forward to 2014 when it believes that “the needs of frontline voluntary and community organisations will be met by support which is available nationwide, structured for maximum efficiency, offering excellent provision which is accessible to all while reflecting and promoting diversity”. To find out about the amount of money coming into Greater Merseyside (and the types of project it may be used to fund) check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Links) for more details


Community Development

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (Community Develoment)

· DEFRA Parish Plans - England - Does your community need an action plan?  Do you need to look at highway safety improvements; village hall refurbishment; planning permission for health facilities; installation of IT facilities? Check this out.  It may be of benefit  
· The Community Champions Fund - Would you like to change your community for the better?  Do you want to develop your skills, knowledge and confidence and to get information and support?  Would you like to access funding as an individual?  Then check this out 
Crime & Safety

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (Crime & Safety)

· DAPHNE II - New Round to be Launched in 2005 - Are you working to combat violence against children, young people and women?  Then check out the details of this fund 

Environment

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (Environment)

· New Waterways Trust Small Grants Scheme  - Are you involved in waterway wildlife conservation or restoration of historic waterway craft?  Does your project provide lasting environmental enhancement; Encourage public enjoyment and awareness of the waterways; Actively involve and benefit the community; Improve educational opportunity and interpretation of the waterway; Benefit young people.  If so this fund could be useful. 
· Big Lottery Fund – The People’s Millions - Is your project making your community a better place to live by improving the environment (which includes buildings, amenities, public and green spaces as well as the natural environment)?  Check out the details
· *Update* The Community Recycling and Economic Development (CRED) programme -  Check the changes to the programme and new deadlines
General

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (General)

· News from Awards for All - The Awards for All (England grants) have agreed to raise the funding ceiling on the small grant programme from £5,000 to £10,000 from early 2006.  

· Comic Relief  - Are you working with Vulnerable Young People - Alcohol, Sexual Exploitation, Mental Health Older People Domestic Violence and Young People Refugees and Asylum Seekers Mental Health Local People Tackling Poverty & Disadvantage? If so, check out the details
· Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) Grants to 2006  - Need help to strengthen your group structure and enhance the capacity of the organisation?  Need support for training costs? You may want to check this new fund. 
· B&Q Better Neighbour Grants  -  Could you use B&Q materials, for example, pond liners, plants, to get a better neighbour project up and running?  This fund could help. 

· Foyle Foundation - Does your project benefit Learning and widen access?  Are you involved in an Art project which is widening the opportunity to enjoy and be stimulated by the performing and visual arts?   Are you working in the health field and actively contributing to improved healthcare?  Then this could be for you! 

· Churchill Travelling Fellowships  - Would you like to gain experience and knowledge abroad? This grant could help you make it a reality. 
· CRASH (the Construction and Property |ndustry Charity)  - Are you a homeless Charity?  CRASH aims to help homelessness charities to improve their premises and facilities and the accommodation provided for homeless people. 
Health

Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Health) for more details
· The Four Acre Trust - The Trust supports charities that make a real difference to people's lives. Grants are given for respite care and holidays, vocational guidance, and relief of health and disability.  

· Health Foundation - Are you a mid-career stage professional working in the health sector?  Would you like to take time out of your daily role to pursue a particular research interest at the same time as developing your leadership skills?  Then have a look at this. 
Information & Advice

Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Information & Advice) for more details

· The Pensions Education Fund - Could you develop innovative ways to engage with working people about pensions and retirement planning - giving them the information they need to help them to make their own decisions about their retirement?  Then take a look at this new fund. 

Young People

Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young people) for more details
· Camelot Foundation Transforming Lives (UK)   - Does your project target young parents or those at risk of becoming young parents; young asylum seekers; young people with mental health problems and young disabled people? This fund could be for you. 
· The Local Network Fund for Children and Young People  - Do you work with vulnerable or disadvantaged children and young people. Small Community Grants between £250 and £7000 are available for groups and organisations that work with children and young people. This could be the fund your looking for. 
Vacancies
For more details check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Vacancies
Administrative Support Officer : GHAP
£15,000 pro-rata, 20 hours per week, Fixed-term contract until May 2006
The Gay Healthy Alliance Project (ghap) is a charitable organisation based in the North West, central Manchester.  Require an efficient administrative support officer, dealing with enquiries, maintaining a database, financial administration and assisting in the organisation of events. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk
Funding





Arts





Check the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.haltontogether.org.uk" ��www.haltontogether.org.uk�   Funding (Arts)


Youth Music – New Programmes  - The following funds will open for application on July 1, 2005. 


First Steps – does your project work with children aged 0-5 and provide group music-making activities that are fun and stimulate young children.  


Make It Sound – are you woking with the 5-18 age range?  Are you involved in composition, song writing and/ or improvisation?  


Vocalise! – Are you running singing and vocal activities for young people aged 5-18
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