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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
8th June 2005
Dear Members 

This week

· General information

· Upcoming Events

· Training

· Funding

· New on Website

General Information 

Office Space available                                                              

         Are you looking for new, luxurious office space? This spacious building with excellent accessibility is situated in the heart of Runcorn Old Town? The property is excellent value for money and includes superb kitchen facilities.   Rental includes services and refreshments.  For more information contact Pam Young on 01928 592405

Is Learning Provision for Adults with Learning Difficulties Being Cut or Reduced?                                                               

Does your organisation provide training for adults with learning difficulties? NIACE are concerned about any reductions, changes or cuts that you may have experienced which you feel are detrimental to the learner and the learning provision. They are undertaking consultation work. Have your say! Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Name the HVA / Halton Together Database                                                               
Are you a creative person? Your idea for naming the new HVA and Halton Together Database could win you a £20 gift voucher. To find out more about the competition and the substantial benefits of the new database, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Regeneration and Participation                                                               
Are you or your group involved in Regeneration? If so, you may wish to contribute to a new piece of consultation work. It’s about the decline in levels of participation and involvement in formal politics (which many of you will realize sits hand in hand with regeneration). Urban Forum is hoping to understand this decline and to provide proposals which can reverse the trend. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Push the Red Button…..And Volunteer                                                               
Would your organisation benefit from recruiting more volunteers? How does using digital TV sound as a vehicle for recruitment. By pushing the red button (and going interactive) TV viewers will be able to surf through volunteering opportunities from the comfort of their own living room chair (which will give them something to do during the adverts on Big Brother).    Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Upcoming Events 

Launch of Children, Families and Young People’s Forum                                                               
Do you work with children, families or young people? The Family Forum, Under 14’s Forum and the Early Years Partnership have joined together under the title of Children, Families & Young People’s Forum.  Come along, network and celebrate the launch of this forum at the Halton Stadium in September. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Events) for more details

Take Part in Halton                                                               
Fancy spending an afternoon in Norton Priory enjoying performances from local musicians, drama groups and artists? How about joining in with the many different interactive workshops? And if you don't fancy trying pottery or painting, why not simply relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and atmosphere that Norton Priory has to offer. It all happens on Sunday 10th July. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events) for more details

Take Part in Halton: Your Group Involved                                                               
Would you group or organisation benefit from the exposure of having information displayed at a major event in Halton? Halton Together are planning on featuring an information centre at the Take Part in Halton event at Norton priory. The information will be presented under one of five different headings (children & young people, disability, sport, art and environment). It’s an ideal opportunity to spread the word about your group. Please e-mail gbevan@haltonva.org.uk if you are interested in your group’s information being displayed.

Better Than Ascot                                                                                      Would you like to have a great night out whilst supporting a worthy cause? Don’t miss the YMCA Ascot Style Race Night. You could even sponsor a horse! Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Young People, Halton YMCA) for more details
Halton Orpheus Choir presents “Summer Spirit”                                                                                      The superb singing group, Halton Orpheus Choir are proud to present “Summer Spirit”. This performance, featuring John Rutter’s “Feel the Spirit” with Hanna-Liisa Midwood-Kirchin (mezzo soprano) takes place at Farnworth Methodist Church on June 25th. For details of ticket prices and start times Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Arts, Halton Orpheus Choir) for more details
Flower Festival                                                               
Missed the Chelsea Flower Show? Come to the next best thing. The Heath Methodist Church is holding a Flower Festival in September. Enjoy the flowers, join in the free flower demonstration workshop and there’s a Local Schools Art Competition too. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Membership groups, Faith, Heath) for more details

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour choir presents “Victory Celebrations”                                                                                      In commemoration of the victory celebrations this year, Our Lady’s choir are proud to present “Victory Celebrations”. With featured soloists and the Irish Guards this promises to be an evening of recollection and celebration of your favourite war time tunes.  For details and ticket prices Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Faith, Our Lady of Perpetual Succour) for more details
Update - Skills Race 2005                                                               
Would you like to make your organisation more sustainable? Do you struggle to find the time to look for the training your group needs? If you answered yes to either of these questions, you need to attend the Skills Race. It’s free to attend and 30 taster sessions are available. New Information has been added this week. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events) for more details

Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training                Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (training – IT – Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.
Accredited Funding Advisors Training

Does your role at work involve giving funding advice to voluntary and community groups? Would you like to develop your skills and receive recognition for the work you do? If so, the this practical and informal four day course could be the one for you! Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Training – General) for more details

“Gearing Up”- A Ride Around What’s Happening in the Sports Sector

Does the work you or your group do involve sports? How does attending an interactive day of workshops and presentations from keynote speakers (representing Sport England, Skills Active and the LSC) sound? It’s a superb opportunity to learn about good practices for employers, sports clubs, schools and colleges. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Training – General) for more details

Funding
The People’s Millions                                                                                      
Is your organisation working hard to improve the quality of life for people in your community? On 3 June, The Big Lottery Fund launched the first part of the People's Millions programme: a competition for 50 grants of up to £50,000 in 2005. These grants will fund projects that will improve the quality of life of local communities. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

New Source of funding advice                                                                                      
A new leaflet designed to support local community and voluntary groups has been produced by Halton Borough Council. “Funding Advice in Halton” offers basic information about key streams such as the Council’s own small grants and Lottery funding. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

Halton 4 Community                                                                                      
Looking for help finding the right grants to apply for? Look no further than the Halton 4 Community website. It’s free to access and has details on funding that’s specifically for Halton, information on Lottery and trust funding that may be relevant to your group and details of regional, national Government and EU funding. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk
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