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Welcome to the weekly bulletin
23rd March 2005
Dear Members 

This week

· General information

· Training

· Additions/changes to the website/Funding
· Vacancies

General Information 

Charities Buying Group
This is a dedicated service offering a range of purchasing agreements that will help other charities and not for profit organizations reduce expenditure and, by reducing cost help to make better use of money.  The service is available on a no direct cost basis.  For further details check the website www.charitiesbuyinggroup.com
Possible advertising Scam 
We have received the following message from Age Concern.

 

We have been contacted at the Widnes office a few times, and the gentleman concerned claims he is calling on behalf of all the GPs in Halton.  What he is actually trying to do is sell advertising space in a magazine which he says Halton PCT have asked him to produce.  Having checked with Halton PCT, they don't know anything about it so it's a pretty safe bet that the magazine doesn't exist.  Also the literature/website doesn't have any company address, and there are no PCT/Other logos on anything.
 

The email has been forwarded to trading standards for investigation.  Until the result of this investigation is known it may be wise to be cautious.  You can find the questionnaire being sent out on the website www.haltontogether.org.uk Noticeboard called fax back Quars merseyside
Drug Action Team newsletter

Check out the 2nd newsletter which is themed around Criminal Justice www.haltontogether.org.uk - Noticeboard

Children & Young People

The Children and Young People's Strategic Partnership is attempting to map organisations which have consultation/participation forums/groups for children and young people in the borough.   If you are involved in such a group could you email, post or call HVA to confirm your details.  Alternatively you could call Pauline Ruth on 0151 257 8260.

Meeting space










  Do you need to meet somewhere?  Do you run a dance troup and have nowhere to practice?  Do you need somewhere to hold your bingo sessions or other activities?  Runcorn Spiritualist Church has a church hall facility available for use.  Capacity to seat up to 100 people at a charge of £5 per hour.  For more details contact Nora Hennis on 01928 563462
Family learning










  The Campaign For Learning is being funded by the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation to provide expert help for developing family learning opportunities in your local community. Help can be offered with accessing funding and creating exciting new provision for the families in your local area

Family learning covers all forms of informal and formal learning that involve more than one generation. 'Family' members can include friends as well as family, reflecting the range of support relationships that individuals rely on in the twenty-first century.
For more information check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk – Noticeboard

Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training

We are finally there!  Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check  the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (training – IT – Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.

Liverpool CVS training programme 






       Check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk to see details of this years programme in Liverpool.  Network members could qualify for financial assistance to attend these courses.  If you are interested in any give us a call to see how we can support you
Child Protection training 






          Merseyside Community Foundation are running FREE one day training for Halton as follows:

Introduction to child protection 

18th April 05 10am – 3pm  at Sefton House

If you or any of your members are interested in attending please contact Debbie or Katie at HVA on 01928 592405
Website

Information

· Discussion forum  – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally.  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here.

Funding

Arts 

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (arts)

· New guidelines for the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation - In May 2005 Esmée Fairbairn Foundation will be publishing new Application Guidelines. Until May 2005 you should apply using the existing Application Guidelines. In the mean time, each programme has updated information as to how their priorities may change in May.  Check the website for full details of the changes

General

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk funding (general)

· New Big Lottery Fund  Programmes - As informed in January the Community Fund programmes are coming to an end.  Update can be found on the website
Health

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk funding (health)

· *New * Healthy Heart Grants - The Healthy Heart Grants programme was launched in 2001 and has an objective to support innovative lifestyle interventions in communities to prevent or reduce the risk factors of heart disease. They award grants from £1,000 to £10,000 that are one off.  Check the website for further details

Sport

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (sport)

· *New * Awards for All - Latest news - The current Awards for All programme with its £5000 upper limit was due to end in March 2005.  The increase of the upper limit of the Awards for All England grant limit to £10,000, the programme which was expected to commence in April 2005 has been postponed. An announcement of the details of the new programme will be made shortly and posted on their website.  Check the website for more details

Tenants & Residents
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Funding (Tenants & Residents)

· Community Training and Enabling Grants  -This scheme opened on 01/04/2001 and closes on 31/03/2006.  Community Training and Enabling Grants (CTE) are designed to support housing association residents in England become involved in their housing provision through new training and community development projects. Housing associations and tenants' and residents' groups are eligible to apply for funding directly from the Housing Corporation. In some instances, the Corporation can pay grants to individuals. The programme is aimed primarily at housing association residents, but the Housing Corporation also considers partnership applications made with other agencies. Check the website for more details

Vacancies

St.Helens Council 

Commissioning Officer - Mental Health £27,372 to £29,865 per annum
Closing Date:
01/04/2005
Could you play a key role in the change process to further advance an integrated planning, commissioning and improvement framework.  

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk vacancies for more details
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Specialist Speech And Language Therapist-Young People’s And Forensic 
Services  £28,016-£30,302 based in Newton Le Willows
Could you engage with and be committed to Young People who have largely fallen through the nets of Health, Education and Social Services Support? The youngsters are mostly in the age range 12-16, and present with severe and complex needs relating to Mental Health, Developmental Disorders, some Learning Disabilities and challenging behaviour, greatly exacerbated by extreme life circumstances and experiences.  Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk vacancies for more details
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Temporary Clerical Officer (For 3 Months Initially)
£11,063-£12,187 Based In Human Resources Department, Hollins Park House
Could you provide flexible clerical support to the Agenda for Change project based within the Human Resources Department? Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk vacancies for more details Closing Date:  31 March 2005 
If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Kath Parkes or any member of my team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on kparkes@haltonva.org.uk
















