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Welcome to the weekly bulletin
9th March 2005
Dear Members 

This week

· General information

· Training

· Additions/changes to the website

· Vacancies

General Information 


Charity Commission Warns Against New Scam                                 Charities risk having their bank accounts emptied in a clever but nasty new scam, the Charity Commission warned today. Fraudsters obtain charities' bank account details from GiftAid forms and use this information to set up standing orders, taking funds away from charities and into the accounts of thieves. The Commission today urges charities to check bank statements thoroughly for rogue payments and to consider deposit-only accounts for charitable donations. 
Sign, the National Society for Mental Health and Deafness, uncovered the scam when it spotted two new standing orders adding up to hundreds of pounds set up on the charity's account. It immediately contacted its bank and stopped the standing orders before any money was lost.   Steve Powell, Chief Executive at Sign, said: "It's a sad fact of modern times that charities have to constantly fight against clever con artists. We all have a duty to be aware of the forms these scams can take and to take steps to protect charitable funds." 

Andrew Hind, Chief Executive at the Commission, said: "This is a particularly worrying scam because it requires no contact with the charity. In turn, this leaves charities with no opportunity to become suspicious. We urge charities to consider deposit-only accounts for charitable donations and to contact its bank if unsure about any standing orders." 

End of press release  -  Information supplied by Voluntary Sector North West

Free Lightbulbs

The Citizens Advice Bureau in Halton has hundreds of economy light bulbs to give away to cash strapped Halton households.  nPower has supplied more than 1000 bulbs to help to reduce household bills by up to £250.  Call CAB on 0151 257 2443 /01928 719005 for more details.

Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training

Sessions begin this week – A few places are still available.  Check  the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (training – IT – Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.

The Northern College Diploma in Community Regeneration  Free training                                                                                                                                         Are you involved in community regeneration and neighbourhood renewal as an activist or worker? Would you like the opportunity to study on a flexible, modular basis in order to develop your skills, knowledge, understanding and practice?   Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  Training for more details
Website

Information

· Guest book  – tell us what you think about the site.  You can find the Guest Book button on the home page (top right hand corner).  Members have made contact to ask for other groups views on problems on estates, anti-social behaviour or even about success stories.  Please use the guest book to let everyone know what is going on.
· Group profiles  - Are you already signed up to the network?  Check out the membership pages to see what profile we have for you.  If you want any details changing or anything adding, just let us know.

Funding

Young People
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk funding (young people)

21st Century Kids Grant!  

Century FM has grants available for groups such as youth clubs, after-school clubs and homeless shelters to help them fund existing projects or set up pioneering new schemes which help children in our community.  Does your group a) benefit children and young people aged 18 years and under      b) benefit less advantaged children and young people, c) benefit children and young people living in the North West, the broadcast area of 105.4 Century FM.   Closing date Friday 8th April 2005
Vacancies
Commercial Development Manager  - 3TC - Based Waterloo, Merseyside

3tc is one of the UK's leading technology charities, providing IT and multimedia services to other charities, public sector organisations, schools and colleges, and voluntary and community groups.  Are you an exceptional and entrepreneurial individual who could help to drive the business forward?  Deadline for applications: March 18th 2005  Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk vacancies for more details

Voluntary positions – St Johns Ambulance
Three voluntary vacancies have arisen in St John Ambulance: These are

unpaid positions however expenses are reimbursed.

County Commissioner Operations - Closing Date 18th March 2005

The Commissioner will exercise responsibility and accountability for all the operational and recruitment activities of St. John Ambulance

County Commissioner Youth - Closing Date 18th March 2005

As Commissioner Youth you will develop and manage your own team of

committed and inspirational youth leaders. 
Child Protection Team Members x 4                                                                                

For further details check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Kath Parkes or any member of my team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on kparkes@haltonva.org.uk
















