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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
25th May 2005
Dear Members 

This week

· General information

· Training

· Additions/changes to the website/Funding
· Vacancies

General Information 

Office Space available                                                              

         Are you looking for new, luxurious office space? This spacious building with excellent accessibility is situated in the heart of Runcorn Old Town? The property is excellent value for money and includes superb kitchen facilities.   Rental includes services and refreshments.  For more information contact Pam Young on 01928 592405

Volunteer Open Day at HVA                                                                Halton Voluntary Action is holding a Volunteer Open Day on 6th June from 11am-3pm. This could be a fantastic opportunity for you to meet new volunteers and show everyone what your organisation is about. Contact Linda Goodier on 01928 592405 to book your place or check the website on www.haltontogether.org.uk  Noticeboard for more details.
Name the HVA / Halton Together Database                                                               
Are you a creative person? Your idea for naming the new HVA and Halton Together Database could win you a £20 gift voucher. To find out more about the competition and the substantial benefits of the new database, check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Do you care about Health?                                                               
Would you like to see an improvement in health and healthcare in your area? Why not join your local Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) Forum. The forums are made up of a range of local volunteers who are enthusiastic about helping patients and influencing the way that local healthcare is organised and delivered. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Safer Halton Partnership Newsletter                                                               
Fancy being involved in the editorial meetings for the Safer Halton Partnership Newsletter? There is an opportunity for two people (who are members of Halton Together) to work on the newsletter and give the community a voice, as well as helping to spread the word about services available within the borough and highlighting good news. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Research into Training Service Providers                                                               
Does your organisation provide health and social care services for elderly people? If so, you may wish to contribute to a new piece of research that’s being carried out in Halton. The Local Implementation Team for Older People want to find out  what training is being provided for those who deliver the services and also, if groups think more could be achieved if this training was done in partnership with other service providers. If you are interested in contributing, please e-mail learn@afirm4.co.uk
Latest Events: Take Part in Halton                                                               
Fancy spending an afternoon in Norton Priory enjoying performances from local musicians, drama groups and artists? How about joining in with the many different interactive workshops? And if you don't fancy trying pottery or painting, why not simply relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and atmosphere that Norton Priory has to offer. It all happens on Sunday 10th July. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details

Latest Events: Halton Festival Guide                                                               
Are you up to date with all the activities that are taking place right here in Halton during Festival Week? Find out about all the different workshops, processions, dance and musical performances. There’s so much going on, you won’t want to miss a thing! Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Latest Events) for more details

Training
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) FREE training                Training has already started.  A FEW PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!  Check the website www.haltontogther.org.uk (training – IT – Halton Together – ECDL) for more details

NB:  You must have at least a basic knowledge of computing as this course is not suitable for absolute beginners.
Public Relations Training

Has your group ever considered Public Relations training? The issue of trust and confidence is key for voluntary and community organisations so the benefits of training up on this issue should not be overlooked. NCVO are holding their annual PR Conference in Manchester and could be a vital chance for your organisation to get up to speed. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk  (training – general) for more details

Community Cohesion – Beyond the Rhetoric                                                               
Would you or your organisation benefit from attending a conference that will examine the challenges that the community cohesion agenda poses to both statutory, voluntary and community sectors? There will be an excellent range of speakers (both strategists and practitioners). Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (training – general)
Skills Race 2005                                                               
Would you like to make your organisation more sustainable? Do you struggle to find the time to look for the training your group needs? If you answered yes to either of these questions, you need to attend the Skills Race. It’s free to attend and 30 taster sessions are available.Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (training- general) for more details

Funding

New Source of funding advice                                                                                      
A new leaflet designed to support local community and voluntary groups has been produced by Halton Borough Council. “Funding Advice in Halton” offers basic information about key streams such as the Council’s own small grants and Lottery funding. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

Funding Finders                                                                                      
Would your organisation benefit from access to website with a database of over 2000 different funding streams? If so, Funding Finders may be the website for you. And they’re currently offering a two month free trial. This is the perfect opportunity for your organisation to discover what Funding Finders offer, including weekly e-mails on new funding streams and their own advisory service. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

Halton 4 Community                                                                                      
Looking for help finding the right grants to apply for? Look no further than the Halton 4 Community website. It’s free to access and has details on funding that’s specifically for Halton, information on Lottery and trust funding that may be relevant to your group and details of regional, national Government and EU funding. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding – General) for more details

Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
New on Website

Better Than Ascot                                                                                      Would you like to have a great night out whilst supporting a worthy cause? Don’t miss the YMCA Ascot Style Race Night. You could even sponsor a horse! Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Young People, Halton YMCA) for more details
Build a Bird Table and much , much more                                                                                      Fancy having a go at pond dipping, seed planting or making a bird feeder? If that sounds like your cup of tea, why not head over to Haddocks Wood in Runcorn on 5th June and join in the fun at the Haddock Woods Allotments Association Open Day. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Environment, Haddocks Wood Allotments Association) for more details

Musical Heritage Preserved for Future Generations                                                                                      Thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Our Lady of the Perpetual Succour Church in Widnes is developing a programme of restoration and education relating to the Church organ. You could be part of the activities planned and learn about the organs construction, restoration and its importance as community resource. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Faith, Our Lady of the Perpetual Succour) for more details
Halton Orpheus Choir presents “Summer Spirit”                                                                                      The superb singing group, Halton Orpheus Choir are proud to present “Summer Spirit”. This performance, featuring John Rutter’s “Feel the Spirit” with Hanna-Liisa Midwood-Kirchin (mezzo soprano) takes place at Farnworth Methodist Church on June 25th. For details of ticket prices and start times Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk  (Membership groups, Arts, Halton Orpheus Choir) for more details
Support for those affected by Carbon Monoxide                                                               
Do you know somebody who’s live has been affected by Carbon Monoxide poisoning? Are you interested in learning more its symptoms and treatment? If so, you may be interested to learn that a new group is forming in Halton. It’s called CO Awareness and will supply support and information for those affected by CO poisoning, their families and health professionals. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Membership groups, Health, CO Awareness) for more details

Flower Festival                                                               
Missed the Chelsea Flower Show? Come to the next best thing. The Heath Methodist Church is holding a Flower Festival on the 9th -11th September. Enjoy the flowers, join in the free flower demonstration workshop and there’s a Local Schools Art Competition too. Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Membership groups, Faith, Heath) for more details

Vacancies
For more details check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   Vacancies
Sefton CVS – Working Together Partnership Coordinator 

Full time. £26,704 - £28,180                                                                                                Do you have excellent communication and interpersonal skills? Sefton CVS are looking for someone with an excellent knowledge of the LSC (Learning and Skills Council) and the voluntary and community sector who can improve the information flow between the two. If so, this could be the job for you!
Our Lady of the Perpetual Succour Church – Freelance Researcher  

Sessional Appointment. 14 days at £150 per day                                                                                                Do you have excellent communication and organisation skills? Do you have a recognised track record in research methods and publication of findings? If so, this is a fantastic opportunity to get involved with a fascinating local history project. Check out the website for more details.
If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk
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