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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
23rd November 2005
This week

· General information

· Forthcoming events

· Training

· Website/New on Website

· Funding

· Vacancies

Remember: For more information about any of these articles, visit the Halton Together website.

General Information
A Search for Local Party People!                                                          
Are you in the mood for a party? Do you fancy doing something different this Christmas? The fine people of Norton priory Museum are looking for volunteers to help them bring festive cheer to the citizens of Halton with Medieval Christmas sessions all over the borough. If you’ve always enjoyed mince pies and mulled wine, or fancy a go at candle rolling or mask making, don’t miss this chance to join in the fun. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details

Community Accounts are here to Help!                                                           
Do you need help with your organisation’s accounts, or are the books and records in a mess? Perhaps you have just been appointed treasurer and don’t know what to do? However, fear no more for the Community Accountants are here to help. Whether it’s preparing Annual Accounts, or just setting up a book-keeping system, these people will take the mystery out of finance. For more details on how you and your organisation can benefit from this new service, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)

First HVA Student Passes ECDL                                                           
Congratulations to Liz Coull, Chairperson of Halton Together member “The Halton Orpheus Choir”, who has recently achieved her ECDL certificate. The ECDL certificate is a must have for anyone who uses the PC in their work and will certainly increase your confidence around computers. To hear Liz’s views on achieving her ECDL, how she feels that it will benefit her group and to see a photo of Liz receiving her award, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)

Amalgamation Update for HVA & Halton Together                                                           
We recently highlighted that no further progress had been made but we are now pleased to confirm that subject to confirmation from HVA membership regarding amendment to their articles we are now in a position to continue with workshops around the future amalgamation of the two organisations. These have been planned for January to discuss in detail the structure of the new amalgamated organisation and your input to the debate is vital to ensure that all members are happy with the proposals. For full details of dates and venues, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)

Research: The Support Needs of People who suffer Hate Crime                                                           
Victim Support has commissioned research into the support needs of people who have suffered hate crime. They hope this will draw attention to the nature and scale of the problem. Does your organisation provide support and services for people who have suffered hate crime? If so, please take a few moments to complete this online questionnaire. It should only take 10 to 15 minutes. http://www.surveys-direct.org.uk/victimsupport.htm Thank you very much!
Forthcoming Events

Meeting: CO Awareness                                                                                     
Wednesday 23rd November. 7.30pm start.  CO-Awareness is holding an open meeting on Wednesday 23rd November at Kingsway Library Widnes. If you are interested in learning about the dangers of carbon monoxide poison, please do attend. Not only will there be an informative talk with questions and answers, you’ll also be provided with information that you can take home. Remember, Carbon Monoxide kills and is often mis-diagnosed as flu. Please go along and find out all you need to know to keep yourself safe this winter.

For more information, please check out www.co-awareness.co.uk
DaDaFest                                                                                     
Thursday 24th November to Saturday 3rd December. The DaDaFest  is the largest celebration of Disability and Deaf art in the North West. It runs officially from 24th November to 3rd December 2005, and covers Warrington to Runcorn to St. Helens. It brings together internationally acclaimed top class professional artists, and local home grown talent, to provide an exciting and diverse range of entertainment. Events include Performance, Comedy, Dance, Music, Sculpture, and Poetry. To obtain a programme or for further information contact Gemma Nash, DaDaFest Coordinator, gemma@nwdaf.co.uk or call 0151 707 1733
World AIDS Day                                                                                     
Thursday 1st December.  World AIDS Day is an internationally recognised and supported awareness campaign intending to raise public consciousness regarding issues surrounding HIV and AIDS.  Each year Sahir House (Liverpool) works alongside the National AIDS Trust to encourage the support of organisations within the wider community. Find out how you can show your support by wearing your red ribbon, taking an AIDS awareness course, joining a vigil or participating in one of the other planned events. For more details, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)

Halton Haven – Light Up A Life                                                                                     
Friday 2nd December – 7pm start. Halton Haven Hospice would like to invite you join them in early December at “Light Up A Light”. This service, held at the Hospice, is an opportunity to sponsor a light and remember a loved one. For full details on how to pick up a Light Up A Life dedication form, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)

Christmas Social and Disco for Wirral Heart Beat                                                                                     
Saturday 3rd December – 7.30pm start. Would you like to enjoy a superb night out whilst raising funds for a good cause? If so, head down to St Albans’s Church, Mill Lane, Wallasey on Saturday 3rd. The entrance fee is £6, but you do get to enjoy Bob’s Christmas Disco, a raffle, bingo and a buffet! Tickets are £6. Please pay on door.
Training
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Courses run until February next year. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

HVA Volunteer Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  For everything from Child Protection, Confidentiality and Being a Volunteer, it’s all here. If this sounds beneficial to you, check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action and Age Concern Halton on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details Courses run until February 2006
Every Child Matters Conference                                                                                      
Does you organisation work to better the lives of young people? If so, don’t miss this Coventry based conference. Naomi Eisenstadt (Director of Sure Start Unit) believes that “Better outcomes for children are virtually impossible without a family approach”. This conference will examine how Family Learning provides an effective approach to delivering the objectives of Every Child Matters and achieving positive outcomes for children. The event also links policy to practice and demonstrates how Family Learning can support Local Authorities to meet inspection criteria for Joint Area Reviews and will offer examples of innovative family learning programmes. For dates, the conference programme and booking form, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details
Green Machine Workshop                                                                                      
Would your organisation be interested in running a project to benefit the environment? If so, you’ll be pleased to learn that the Community Foundation for Merseyside is hosting a morning workshop to promote their Green Machine funding programme along with practical advice on constructing an environmental project for the community. Advice on grants and environmental issues will be provided. For further information on this event please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Learn to use Word with Four Estates                                                                                      
Would you like to be able to make posters, write newsletters or write letters on a computer? Is there someone within your organisation that would benefit greatly from a one day training course that could teach them how to do these things and a great many more? If the answer to either of these questions is “yes”, be sure to check out this course put on at the Four Estates. For further information and an in depth look at the course, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, IT)
Resident Involvement in Neighbourhood Management                                                                                    
Do you (or your group) work with residents? Are you involved in Neighbourhood Management Pathfinders or New Deal for Communities? Is your group a Housing Association, a Tenant Management Organisation or any other group that practices neighbourhood management? If so, don’t miss this superb opportunity to meet up with people from all over the country and share best practices, new techniques and previous experiences. For further information on this conference, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, IT)
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
Funding - Faith
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Faith)
Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund                                                                                     
Is your group a faith-based organisation? If so, this may be of interest to you. The Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund is part of the Government's “Improving Opportunity and Strengthening Society” strategy. The fund supports the Government's aim to help faith communities promote understanding and dialogue, helps faith-based groups to develop their capacity for such work, and supports better Government engagement with faith groups in developing and delivering policies. For more details, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Faith)
Funding - General
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, General)
Community Chest and Community Learning Chest                                                                                     
Does your project target the most deprived neighbourhoods in Halton or other small pockets of deprivation? Does your group or organisation have an idea for a project that could be run for £5,000? If so, make sure you submit a bid to Community Chest or Community Learning Chest before December. These funds are exclusive to Halton Together Members. For more details, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General)
New Grant and Funding Advice from Halton Borough Council                                                                                    
Are you looking for funding for your group to develop a particular project? Look no further than these two new, superb, pocket sized funding guides from the fine people at Halton Borough. They’re entitled “Small Grants” and “Project Development” and are available to download now on the www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General)
Funding – Young People
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Young People)
Local Network Fund for Children & Young People                                                                                     
Does your organisation run projects that have a positive effect on the lives of young people in Halton? If so, you’ll be delighted to hear that funds are still available from the Local Network fund for Children and Young People. Bids must be submitted before this December. Funding is available for projects that cost anything between £750 and £7000.

For more details, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People)
Vacancies

Training Officer – Wigan & Leigh CVS

Full time – £23,265 
Could you help the VCS in Wigan & Leigh become strong, diverse and influential? Would you like to be part of a team that delivers quality developmental support and training? As Training Officer, you’ll manage the CVS training provision to the VCS. Applicants should have experience of delivering and organising training programmes for the sector and be able to manage the programmes development and budget. Closing date for applications is 27th November. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

Please note that the views or opinions expressed in any of these articles or at www.haltontogether.org.uk do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Halton Together or Halton Voluntary Action. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk







