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Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
26th October 2005
This week

· General information

· Forthcoming events

· Training

· Website/New on Website

· Funding

· Vacancies

Remember: For more information about any of these articles, visit the Halton Together website.

General Information
Amalgamation Update                                                           
Consultation took place earlier this year with membership of both HVA and Halton Together. To date there has been no progress as HVA have been awaiting confirmation from Charity Commission regarding some minor changes to their memorandum and articles. This confirmation has now been received and an EGM will be called shortly for HVA members to agree to the changes. This will then allow the discussion and consultation regarding the amalgamation to continue.
Community Accounts are here to Help!                                                           
Do you need help with your organisation’s accounts, or are the books and records in a mess? Perhaps you have just been appointed treasurer and don’t know what to do? However, fear no more for the Community Accountants are here to help. Whether it’s preparing Annual Accounts, or just setting up a book-keeping system, these people will take the mystery out of finance. For more details on how you and your organisation can benefit from this new service, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)

Safer Halton Partnership Newsletter – Issue 2                                                           
Are you interested in making Halton safer, cleaner and greener? If so, don’t miss the new issue of the Safer Halton Partnership Newsletter. It’s full of useful tips on how to enjoy Bonfire Night on November 5th without putting yourself or family in danger, plus news from Age Concern Halton, The Common Assessment Framework and information about magic mushrooms! Give feedback on this excellent publication too. It’s all on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)

Free Table Tennis and Pool Tables! Good home wanted.                                                           
Does you group struggle to keep beneficiaries or volunteers entertained? Would you benefit from picking up a table tennis table or pool table for absolutely nothing? Thanks to the fine people at Halton Access to Media, you could do just that. Though you’ll have to transport the equipment yourself, it comes at a price that can’t be beat! Call Nico or Liz on 01928 835290 to arrange collection.
Healthy Living with The Carers Sanctuary                                                           
The Sanctuary provides one to one therapies, training and pamper sessions and a whole range of activities to improve the health and well being of carers. It’s free, confidential and supportive. As one carer put it, The Carers Sanctuary has “helped me relax and appreciate my own time”. For information and bookings, please phone Alison on 0151 495 3293.
Consultation – Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy                                                           
HIT have been commissioned by the Safer Halton Partnership to produce a Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy. HIT are currently collecting local alcohol related data from as many different sources as possible to inform this process. If your organisation holds any alcohol related data, or you have any ideas about how alcohol affects the people you work with and you would like to contribute to this consultation, please do so. For full details on how to get involved, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Vote for HVA/Halton Together Database Name!                                                           
This online database will be your first port of call for everything you’ll ever need to know about all the different voluntary and community groups in Halton. It’s a must for your “Favourites” list. But what will the database be called? This is your chance to go online and vote for your favourite suggestion. See the full list and join in the fun on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Forthcoming Events- This Week!

Show Night! – The Let’s Go Stroke Club                                                                                     
Friday 28th October.  Fancy an evening of brilliant musical and comedic entertainment? Would you like to have fun and raise funds for a good cause? Then head over to Halton Royal British Legion and support the Let’s Go Stroke Club on October 28th. With performances from award winning “Lovin It” and Micky Finn, this is one event you won’t want to miss. For more details on the event, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)

Participate in the Halton Together Annual Review                                                                                     
Monday 31st October.  A meeting has been called to review the performance of Halton Together. This is your chance to let us know what you think about the work and the progress made to date. The meeting will be held at HVA at 4pm.  If you would like to attend could you please confirm to either Katie or Debbie on 01928 592405 and ask them to add you to the PMF meeting.

Forthcoming Events

The Carers Sanctuary - Workshop                                                                                     
Wednesday 9th November – 10am to 3pm. The Sanctuary provides pamper sessions and a range of activities that are designed to improve the health and well being of carers. Why not join them at their Easy Indian Head Massage & Healing Flower Essences Workshop? To be held at Runcorn Carers Centre, Church Street, Runcorn.  Please call 0151 495 3293 to book your place.

The Carers Sanctuary - Workshop                                                                                     
Monday 21st November – 10am to 3pm. The Sanctuary provides pamper sessions and a range of activities that are designed to improve the health and well being of carers. Why not join them at their Easy Indian Head Massage & Healing Flower Essences Workshop? To be held at the Mental Health Resource Centre (MIND), Albert Road, Widnes.  Please call 0151 495 3293 to book your place.

World AIDS Day                                                                                     
Thursday 1st December.  World AIDS Day is an internationally recognised and supported awareness campaign intending to raise public consciousness regarding issues surrounding HIV and AIDS.  Each year Sahir House (Liverpool) works alongside the National AIDS Trust to encourage the support of organisations within the wider community. Find out how you can show your support by wearing your red ribbon, taking an AIDS awareness course, joining a vigil or participating in one of the other planned events. For more details, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)

Halton Haven – Light Up A Life                                                                                     
Friday 2nd December – 7pm start. Halton Haven Hospice would like to invite you join them in early December at “Light Up A Light”. This service, held at the Hospice, is an opportunity to sponsor a light and remember a loved one. For full details on how to pick up a Light Up A Life dedication form, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)

Training
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Courses run until February next year. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

HVA Volunteer Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  For everything from Child Protection, Confidentiality and Being a Volunteer, it’s all here. If this sounds beneficial to you, check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action and Age Concern Halton on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details Courses run until February 2006
New Futures, New Funding: Changes to Funding Adult Learning                                                                                     
Is your organisation involved with training and support for people aged 19 to 90? If so, you’ll want to attend this London based conference. Find out about the funding implications for Adult Learning from 2006 and beyond, put them in context and explore the potential for retaining and improving a broad cirriculum for adults against a backcloth of tightening resources and the drive to achieve high quality. For more information on this excellent opportunity, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Quality Standards and Performance Improvement                                                                                     
Would members of your organisation benefit from training to do with Matrix, Investors in People, PQASSO, ALI Self Assessment or Ofsted Assessment? If so, don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to get involved with workshops and question & answer sessions with expert speakers. For full details about this training event being put on by The Youth Federation, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Dyslexia Awareness Training                                                                                     
Dyslexia is a recognised disability affecting 10% of the population. Undiagnosed dyslexia can lead to low self esteem and often affects indiviudal performance. Is there someone in your group or organisation who is trained to recognise the signs of dsylexia together with the subsequent consequences of the disability? If not, don’t miss this opportunity to learn how. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Youth Matter! – Training Sessions for Workers & Volunteers in the VCS                                                                                     
Does your group work with young people? Would your group benefit from training on issues such as Child Protection or Dealing with Aggressive Behaviour? Youth Matter! in association with the Youth Federation are running a series of training courses in Warrington covering everything from Health and Safety to Volunteer Rights. For the full details of the courses available, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
New on Website

CarersXchange “Working Towards a Voice for Carers”                                                                                     
Carers look after family, partners or friends in need of help because they are ill, frail or have a disability. The care they provide is unpaid. HVA is working towards strengthening the voice of carers, by developing a VCS Carers Forum to support and promote organisations that value carers. Visit our website where you can view the CarersXchange Newsletter and also see a What’s On Guide for the events the Forum is planning or involved with. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Network Forums, CarersXchange) for more details
Funding - General
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, General)
Community Chest and Community Learning Chest                                                                                     
Does your project target the most deprived neighbourhoods in Halton or other small pockets of deprivation? Does your group or organisation have an idea for a project that could be run for £5,000? If so, make sure you submit a bid to Community Chest or Community Learning Chest before December. These funds are exclusive to Halton Together Members. For more details, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, General)
Funding – Young People
Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Young People)
Local Network Fund for Children & Young People                                                                                     
Does your organisation run projects that have a positive effect on the lives of young people in Halton? If so, you’ll be delighted to hear that funds are still available from the Local Network fund for Children and Young People. Bids must be submitted before this December. Funding is available for projects that cost anything between £750 and £7000.

For more details, please check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Funding, Young People)
Vacancies

Training Officer – Wigan & Leigh CVS

Full time – £23,265 
Could you help the VCS in Wigan & Leigh become strong, diverse and influential? Would you like to be part of a team that delivers quality developmental support and training? As Training Officer, you’ll manage the CVS training provision to the VCS. Applicants should have experience of delivering and organising training programmes for the sector and be able to manage the programmes development and budget. Closing date for applications is 27th November. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

Administrator/Events Organiser – Wigan & Leigh CVS

Full time – £19.656 
Could you help the VCS in Wigan & Leigh become strong, diverse and influential? Would you like to be part of a team that delivers quality developmental support and training? As Administrator/Events Organiser, you’ll assist in the provision of training, conferences and seminars for the sector. Applicants should have excellent administrative and communication skills, and experience of organising small and large scale events. Closing date for applications is 20th November. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

2 x Development Workers (Children & Young Peoples Groups)

 – Wigan & Leigh CVS

Full time – £23.265 
Could you help the VCS in Wigan & Leigh become strong, diverse and influential? Would you like to be part of a team that delivers quality developmental support and training? As a Development Worker, you’ll be supporting groups that work with children and young people and providing them with funding advice, training, best practice guidance and representation.

Applicants should have a sound knowledge of the management principles of a broad range of groups, effective communication skills, and experience of working in the sector. Closing date for applications is 20th November. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details

Development Worker (Children & Young Peoples Groups)

 – Wigan & Leigh CVS

18 Hours Per Week – £22.512 pro rata 
Could you help the VCS in Wigan & Leigh become strong, diverse and influential? Would you like to be part of a team that delivers quality developmental support and training? As a Development Worker, you’ll advise and support groups working primarily with younger children. Applicants should have experience in helping groups to develop through training, funding advice and best practice. Closing date for applications is 20th November. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Vacancies) for more details
Please note that the views or opinions expressed in any of these articles or at www.haltontogether.org.uk do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Halton Together or Halton Voluntary Action. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk







