
[image: image1.wmf]
Welcome to the fortnightly bulletin
28th September 2005
This week

· General information

· Forthcoming events

· Training

· Website/New on Website

· Funding

· Vacancies

Remember: For more information about any of these articles, visit the Halton Together website.

General Information 

Make a Difference Day                                                            
The fine staff at Halton Volunteering Centre are looking for a one day project that their staff can get involved with on the 10th November for “Make a Difference Day”. If your organisation has a project on the go and you think that some extra hands might be useful, why not request their help? For more information check out the website www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Vote for HVA/Halton Together Database Name!                                                           
This online database will be your first port of call for everything you’ll ever need to know about all the different voluntary and community groups in Halton. It’s a must for your “Favourites” list. But what will the database be called? This is your chance to go online and vote for your favourite suggestion. See the full list and join in the fun on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Items for Sale!                                                           
Would your organisation benefit from some new office furniture? How about picking up a new filing cabinet and finally getting everything organised? The fine people from Four Estates Ltd in Runcorn have some office equipment that they’re going to get rid of. Some items are for sale, whilst others are free. Take a look at the full list online and see if there’s anything that catches your eye. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details. 
Life in the Community                                                           
Do you have creative and innovative ideas for providing day services for people with high support needs? The Foundation for People with Learning Difficulties are offering the opportunity for voluntary organisations (in partnership with their local authorities) to become part of the “Life in the Community” project. The project will explore ways in which people with high support needs can be supported in day activities. For more details on how you can get involved, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details. 

Free to a good home – Draughtsman’s Drawing Board                                                           
Would your group benefit from obtaining a draughtsman’s drawing board on stand, with a fully working draughting machine, which is in excellent condition? If so we have a real opportunity for you. Though you will have to collect this bulky piece of equipment, it’s a fantastic deal. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard) for more details.
Community Accountants are here to Help!                                                           
Do you need help with your organisation’s accounts, or are the books and records in a mess? Perhaps you have just been appointed treasurer and don’t know what to do? However, fear no more for the Community Accountants are here to help. Whether it’s preparing Annual Accounts, or just setting up a book-keeping system, these people will take the mystery out of finance. For more details on how you and your organisation can benefit from this new service, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Large Folding Screen Doors – For Free                                                           
Halton Voluntary Action are able to provide high quality large, folding screen doors for anyone good enough to provide them with a new home. Though they are worth over £2,500 pounds, HVA will happily give them to anyone who is able to come and pick them up. The dimensions are: 5.69m wide x 2.87 high. To arrange collection (or answer any questions), please call Debbie East or Katie Robinson on 01928 592405.
Commonwealth Youth Exchange Visits                                                           
Do you work with young people? Do you think they’d benefit from the chance to work alongside other young people from all over the world and witness a life very different to their own? A world with no local take-away, where 'popping to the shop' can mean a five mile trek, or a shower a dip in the river. A Commonwealth Youth Exchange Visit may involve building a school, learning a traditional dance or working on a health project and studying sustainable development, young people's health issues, citizenship, arts and culture. As importantly, it’s about meeting other young people of the same age and understanding that beneath the obvious differences there's a lot in common. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Noticeboard)
Forthcoming Events- This Week!

The Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning                  
Friday 30th September, 10-12 at Halton Voluntary Action, Runcorn

Would you like to show your support for Macmillan Cancer Research and have a great time in the process? If you would, make your way down to HVA in Runcorn on Friday morning and join in the fun. Have a cup of coffee, enjoy the superb homemade cakes (made lovingly by the HVA staff) and enjoy the opportunity to network and catch up with lots of your friends in the voluntary and community sector. For details on how to book your place, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)
Forthcoming Events

Winter Fashion – In a Good Cause                                                           
Do you enjoy fashion shows? How does spending an evening enjoying all the latest winter fashions sound? And if you’re raising money for a good cause at the same time, it must sound even better. If you attend Poppy’s Winter Fashion Show, you’ll be able to do just that. It’s on Monday 10th October, in Runcorn and funds will be raised for Halton Parkinson’s Support Group. For tickets, please call Ann on 01928 716943
Friends of Runcorn Hill – Arts Project Open Day                                                           
Would you be interested in learning about the history and heritage of Runcorn Hill? How would you like to get involved with interactive arts workshops? Enjoy the oak carvings of a quarryman and sandstone carvings that give away the size the giant prehistoric lizard that once lived there. For more information, please e-mail Valerie Foot on valfoot@homecall.co.uk
The Launch of CO Awareness                                                                                      
Are you interested in learning about the effects of Carbon Monoxide? Or how you can stay safe and avoid any CO related injury or death in the future? Perhaps you’d like to learn about the support that’s available to people who have suffered from CO poisoning (or their loved ones)? If the answer to any of these questions is yes, make sure you attend this launch event in Runcorn in October. The event includes a performance form local band “The Heroes”. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events) for more details

Murdishaw Community Forum - AGM                                                                                      
Does your organisation work in the Murdishaw part of Halton? Are you interested in finding out about some of the regeneration work that has been done in Murdishaw? Or maybe you’d like to find out how you can get involved? Don’t miss this opportunity to find out the answers to any of these questions and attend the Murdishaw Community Forum AGM in October. For full details, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Events)
Training
HVA General Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Check out HVA’s superb programme of courses to be delivered by national trainers, experts in their field.  A deposit of £10 will be required for booking of all places which will be refunded to all voluntary organisations. Courses run until February next year. Check www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details

HVA Volunteer Training Programme 2005/06                                                                                      
Are you a volunteer?  Would you like to develop skills?  Are you an organisation looking to train volunteers but only have a few?  For everything from Child Protection, Confidentiality and Being a Volunteer, it’s all here. If this sounds beneficial to you, check out the specially designed rolling programme put together by Halton Voluntary Action and Age Concern Halton on www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General) for more details Courses run until February 2006
Technology to help Communities Participate in Planning Decisions                                                                                      
Do you wish that communities were more involved in planning decisions? Are you interested in seeing how new technology could be used to achieve this goal? If so, then the “People, Planners & Participation; Can ICT Help” conference is the place to be. You’ll discuss participation and e-democracy and find out about the methods developed in Europe. For full details of this Liverpool based conference in October, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
The Secret Life of Teams                                                                                      
Are you responsible for managing staff or volunteer teams? Would you be interested in finding out what makes a team effective? Or exploring how management styles and relationships influence results? If that does sound interesting, you’ll definitely want to attend “The Secret Life of Teams” conference in November, in London. For full details of price, date and venue, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Effective Management Skills in 10 Days!                                                                                      
Are you involved with the management of a voluntary or community organisation?  Or are you hoping to climb up the ladder and manage an organisation one day? Either way, this London conference (in December) is one you’ll not want to miss. This accredited course deals with managing people, finances and planning for the future.For full details of price, date and venue, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk (Training, General)
Website
Information

· Discussion forum – Something on your mind?  Would you like to know what other people feel about issues affecting them locally?  Sign up to our discussion forum (top right hand corner of the site) and pose your question.

· New membership group pages  We are now beginning to add full details of all groups signed up to the network.  Check out the web – Membership groups to see who has already joined.  Tell us about your group and we will include the details here

· New Minutes Online – Now you can keep up to date with all that’s goings on in the Halton Together Forums. Browse through minutes from each of the forums online at www.haltontogether.org.uk Network Forums
Funding 

Arts

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Arts)
UK Film Council and FilmFour Low Budget Film Screen
Do you work with young creative types? Would the members of your group like the chance to appear on film? Or do you know someone in your community who’s always dreamed about making their own film? Well know they can! Thanks to new funding from the UK Film Council and FilmFour, the UK will hopefully have its own sustainable low budget film Industry for the first time. Check out the details on www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Arts) for more details
Crime Safety

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Crime Safety)

Home Office Connected Fund
Is your group or community organisation trying to tackle the problems caused by gangs in your local area? Or are you dealing with problems caused by gun or knife crimes? If so, you’ll be please to learn that the Home Office Connected Fund are trying to support such groups with one off grants of up to £5,000. Projects such as mentoring schemes and provision of diversionary activities for young people have been funded in the past. Check out www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Crime Safety) for more information.  
General

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, General)
Mental Health Foundation announces New Grants Programme
Does you group work with individuals that suffer from mental illness? The Mental Health Foundation works to help people survive, recover from and prevent mental health problems. Their new grants will fund innovative research into the care and treatment of mental illness, and mental health promotion and will be open to individuals, non-profit making organisations and others working in and around the mental health research field with a maximum grant of £50,000 per project. Check out the details on www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, General) for more details

Young People

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Young People)
BIG Lottery-Funding for Groups Working with Young People Available
Come on Halton!! Where are you? For once, voluntary groups have been very slow in taking up the opportunity to access funds. These grant opportunities have been made available specifically for groups who work with young people. Has your group worked with young people in the past? Or is this an ideal opportunity to develop a new project that could involve young people?  Check out the details on www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Young People) and give it a try
The Big Boost
Do young with young people who have ideas about projects they’d like you to run? The Big Boost will be giving awards of between £250 and £5,000 to help individuals and small groups of young people run a project in their area. The fund wants to ensure that a wide range of young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, aged between 11 and 25, apply for money to transform their ideas into projects. The programme will fund and support more than 12,000 young people over a period of 30 months. Check out the details on www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, Young People) for more details
People with Disabilities

Check the website www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, People with Disabilities)
UK Council on Deafness
Does your organisation provide services for people who are deaf or hard of hearing? If so, your group may benefit from a grant from the UK Council on Deafness. The grant could help your group to increase the volunteering opportunities that you offer. The scheme aims to improve and increase opportunities for volunteering in health and social care areas, with a focus on involving unemployed people. For details on application details and how to apply, check out www.haltontogether.org.uk   (Funding, People with Disabilities) for more details

Please note that the views or opinions expressed in any of these articles or at www.haltontogether.org.uk do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Halton Together or Halton Voluntary Action. 

If you want any more details about any of the above just contact me, Matt Roberts or any member of the team at Halton Voluntary Action on 01928 592405 or by email on mroberts@haltonva.org.uk







