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Publications recently put on the site        We are currently redeveloping our website, and during this  time no publications will be placed on the website, but you  will be i nformed of the web addresses where you can find  the publications.    Here are the last publications  that were  added to the website :      Skills for Life  –  Improving  Adult Literacy & Numeracy      Central Government Funding of Voluntary & Community Orgs      Strategies Against Poverty      The Road to Renewal      The of Effect o f tax and benefits policy      DTI 5 year Programme      Reducing Crime      Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Bill      The Primary Extension      Fuel Poverty in England    
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In a review of The European Commissions economic, social and environmental agenda The Lisbon Strategy the commission has admitted that it’s approach has had limited success. The aim of the strategy was to deliver stronger and more competitive knowledge-drawn economies but the review recommended more focusing on fewer achievable objectives. This focus will be on employment particularly women in the workplace, reduction of youth unemployment and an active ageing strategy. For more information see Working together for growth and jobs-A new start for Lisbon at � HYPERLINK "http://www.regen.net/doc" ��www.regen.net/doc�





The ODPM has launched a five-year plan at the Sustainable Communities Summit in Manchester. At the heart of the five-year plan is a Neighbourhood charter which will give residents the power to demand action if services fall below an acceptable standard. Residents will agree with councils what powers will be devolved such as budget controls and managing services directly. For a copy of the report, People, places and prosperity visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.odpm.gov.uk/odpm/fiveyearstrategy/index.htm" ��www.odpm.gov.uk/odpm/fiveyearstrategy/index.htm�





The Home Office has launched a phone line for the public to report Anti-social behaviour. The phone line will be in use at 25 Together Action Areas. The number for It’s your call is 0845 605 2222





The Department for Work and Pension has launched a five-year strategy to encourage 300,000 lone parents back to work. Pilots for Pathway To Work for Lone Parents schemes will be set up in Leicester, Dudley and Sandwell, Bradford, South-East London and North London. Lone parents will be offered extra support with childcare and financial incentives . For more information see Department for work and pensions five year strategy at � HYPERLINK "http://www.regen.net/doc" ��www.regen.net/doc�





A study carried out by John Moores at Liverpool University claims a lack of basic knowledge of financial matters draws many people on low income into debt. The findings show many people on low incomes are excluded from mainstream financial services and have to use alterative lenders. For a copy of the report, Would you credit it? Tel 020 7833 7063/7064








People who have received incapacity benefit for up to three years will be given £60 a week to encourage them back into employment. The cash will be delivered through the Pathway to Work pilots.




















Campaign group Debt on our Doorstep are trying to force the government to reveal why they didn’t cap the interest rates as part of the Consumer Credit Bill. The group, which includes Oxfam, YMCA England, Citizens Advice Scotland and credit unions, are hoping to use the Freedom of Information Act. The act, which came into force in January 2005, enables anyone to request information held by the public authorities. The campaign group believes the decision was based on flawed information. For more information see Affordable credit: the way forward at � HYPERLINK "http://www.regen.net/doc" ��www.regen.net/doc�





A report into the English regions in 2030  by the English Regions Network, which is a group, made up of Regional Assemblies, The Town and Planning Association and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has warned that the government’s efforts to close the gap between rich and poor regions will backfire if one is done at the cost of the other. The report claims that even though in 25 years time people should be twice as rich as they are now the regional disparities will widen if rather than assisting economic growth in the north the south is restrained. To see the report, Regional futures, England’s regions in 2030 visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.emra.gov.uk" ��www.emra.gov.uk�
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If anyone wishes to place an article or advert in our newsletter for free, please do not hesitate to contact us on:


(Tel) 01772 882255/719913


(Email) info@fundingfinders.co.uk











Funding Finders Subscription Service


 


As a subscriber you will receive:


·     Regular emails of all new funds that come out each week/month


·    Access to a huge range of funds through our searchable database containing over 2,000 funds from the EU, Local Government, Trusts and Local Regeneration Programmes


·     Access to a database of all relevant Government, EU and Local strategies and Policies relevant to fund available


·     Access to an email based advisory service


·      Access to a huge range of professionals to help with project development, bid writing, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and audit/evidence requirements


·    Access to a bank of organisations who may be interested in participating in your project as a partner or who may benefit from your services/project outcomes.


·     Available for only £250.00 per year.


Also 


If you would like to take up our offer of a 2 month no obligation free trial please fill in the attached trial subscription form and email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelle@fundingfinders.co.uk" �michelle@fundingfinders.co.uk�
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 A report by the charity One Parent Families has claimed the government’s Social Fund is failing to meet the needs of single parents. The scheme, which provides credit to low-income families is failing because of tight cash limits, complex application procedure and the stigma of claiming. One suggestion the report makes is to make the fund more accessible by delivering it though local community credit partnerships. For a copy of the report, Personal finance and one parent families: The facts phone 0845 450 0404





A report by the National Audit Office has recommended that people who fail to pay back loans from the Social Fund should have the outstanding monies deducted from their Tax Credit entitlements. £180m is still outstanding from people who no longer receive benefit and job centre staff who administer the fund have little incentive to pursue debtors. For more details see The running of the Social Fund at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nao.org.uk" ��www.nao.org.uk�





The Institute of Fundraising has launched a best practice for volunteer fundraising. The volunteer fundraising code can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk" ��www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk�





The funding formula’s for the Regional Development Agencies have changed. The changes include: unemployment figures which were used to determine 43% of the single pot will drop to 38%, weighting for deprived wards are to drop from 28% to 24%, derelict land declines in importance from 3.1% to 1.2%. An increase in weighting comes from research and development from 3.1% to 7.86% and skills deficit, which move from 3% to 6.27%. A spokesperson from the agency claimed these new priories reflect the new responsibilities from incorporating the Learning and Skills Council.





The National Lottery funding for community and voluntary groups will be organised by a “flexible, demand-led and customer friendly “ grants programme. The Big Lottery Fund has tried to address fears over the merger of the two existing funds resulting in a loss of funding for small voluntary and community groups. This new fund would adopt a portfolio approach to funding with no less than a third of income distributed via this programme, the lottery also claimed that 60-70% of it’s funding will go to the voluntary and community sector.


Trade and Industry Secretary Patricia Hewitt has written a letter to the EC’s competition commissar voicing doubts about the Commissions reforms of its state aid rules. In the new rules the EC would increase the flexibility of poorer members to promote economic development in these regions while tightening restrictions on wealthy nations. The government is worried about losing the flexibility to fund communities in poorer regions of the UK and is also concerned that reserving the highest rates for deprived areas of the EC could encourage firms to relocate outside the UK. For more details see Consultation on regional aid guidelines for 2007-2013 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.regen.net/doc" ��www.regen.net/doc�























Education news





A study for the Confederation of British Industry claimed ideological opposition and government shortsightedness are hampering private firms running state schools. The study looked at nine examples of schools with private involvement and concludes that there are improvements in the schools in particular with school management and leadership. The director of the CBI said” partnership with the private sector has undoubtedly driven up education standards in some of our most deprived communities, bringing new hope and opportunities to our young people”.  For more information see The business of education improvement at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbi.org.uk" ��www.cbi.org.uk�





Ofsted Chief Inspector of Schools David Bell has voiced concerns over the increase in Independent faith schools. He is worried that these schools could undermine social cohesion. Bell is quoted as saying “I worry that many young people are being educated in faith-based schools with little appreciation of their wider responsible and obligations to British society.”





In the school performance tables for last year the eleven city academies haven’t done as well as it was hoped. Six have improved their results but five have shown no change with Manchester Academy showing the second worst GCSE results in England.





A study by the Higher Research Funding Council for England has found young people from disadvantaged areas are six times less likely to enter higher education than those from more affluent areas. The study compared information from 1994 and 2000, and found that though there are more entries into higher education, most of these come from advantaged areas. For more information see Young participation in higher education at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hefce.ac.uk" ��www.hefce.ac.uk�





Figures revealed at Manchester’s Sustainable Communities Summit show that three out of five organisations working in regeneration in the North West of England are finding it hard to fill vacancies. The figures compiled by Renew show an alarming skills gap that could, according to Renew, block the delivery of crucial programmes for economic, social and environmental development. For more information see Benchmarking employment in the regeneration sector in the Northwest at � HYPERLINK "http://www.renew.co.uk" ��www.renew.co.uk�









































 


                


















































Funding News





The Big Lottery Fund has announced it will wind down its community fund. The fund was an open grant programme this has prompted fears from the voluntary and community sector about funding from the lottery for community-based projects. The community fund will finish in May.





If the Conservatives win the next election they will abolish the ODPM, abandon the £38 billion communities plan to build 200,000 new homes in South-West growth areas, reduce the role for the Audit Commission and force local authorities to make savings of £4.43 billion to keep council tax down. Organisations also for the chop are The Regional Co-ordination Unit, Regional Assembles, Regional Policy Unit, Equality and Diversity Unit, Social Exclusion Unit, Local Government Strategy Unit and The Coratate unit.





A new fund has been launched to help social exclusion in rural areas. £1.5 million is available to community and voluntary groups wishing to use social enterprise as part of their strategy.


For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2004/041129b.HTM" ��www.defra.gov.uk/news/2004/041129b.HTM�





A campaign has been launched to develop a national network of law centres offering free advice. Two centres in Humberside and Liverpool face closure due to lack of funding. The law centres federation are asking the government to develop a five-year plan.





The government has announced they will increase health spending in the 88 most health-deprived areas. The aim is to reduce inequities in life expectancy and infant mortality. £135 billion will be spread over the 88 areas identified in last November’s white paper.





John Prescott has announced £65M funding outside the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinders. The Empty Homes Agency has submitted evidence to the ODPM that areas outside the nine pathfinders areas could suffer problems of abandonment. To see the report, Empty Homes and Low-demand pathfinders-written evidence visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmodpm.htm" ��www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmodpm.htm�





The government has launched a scheme to offer grants of up to £100 to young people to set up citizenship projects in their communities. Community service volunteers run the scheme and applications forms can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cvscommunitypartnership.org.uk" ��www.cvscommunitypartnership.org.uk�




















 














       


























Physical regeneration





The Development Trust, Community Regeneration York has been forced to close because of lack of funding. Funding has dried up from several sources including Job Centre Plus and from York Council. A further blow was the problem with the Trust’s plans to re-locate to a new building, which was stopped by the owners Yorkshire Forward who have other plans for the site.





The National Audit Office has published a report on the handling of the millennium dome site. The damming report criticises the government for recommending the first sale to Robert Bourne. This aborted first sale cost 6.7 million to run and the competition team appointed to oversee the sale told ministers they couldn’t recommend the bid as it had doubts about its deliverability. To see the report, English Partners regeneration of the Millennium Dome and associated land visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nao.org.uk" ��www.nao.org.uk�





A report by the Economic and Social Research Council has published a report on environmental influences on adolescent health; it found that young people from deprived areas suffer more psychological problems than those from more affluent areas. For a copy of the report Neighbourhood influences on adolescent health in East London tel 1793 413 032





Ken Livingstone has launched the London Development Agency Strategy to keep London’s world city status.32 bodies have agreed to work together .These include The London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, London First, The Housing Corporation and Business Link for London. The problems the strategy will tackle are inadequate transport infrastructure, pollution, lack of affordable housing and workspace. For more information see LDA draft economic development strategy at www.Ida.gov.uk/server.php?show=nav.001005006004








The British Urban Regeneration Association (BURA) is calling on the government to underwrite major regeneration schemes. The proposals are in response to a planning gain supplement, which was recommended by the Baker Review and is now part of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.BURA suggests that a bond is underwritten by the government and backed up with money from the planning gain supplement. For more details see Implementing the planning gain supplement at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bura.org.uk" ��www.bura.org.uk�


    


























                   Government News





The Sustainable Development Commission has claimed the government has paid insufficient attention to sustainable development in areas such as the environment, social justice and improvements in real life quality. The chairman of the commission is quoted as saying “sustainable development provides a coherent framework, a balance between short and long-term goals, a focus on anticipating and preventing problems and pioneering methods of community participation. There are all currently lacking in the modernisation agenda” For more information see Sharing the value – A sustainable approach to the modernisation agenda at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sd-commission.org.uk" ��www.sd-commission.org.uk�








The government has started to send out vouchers for its Child Trust Funds. All children born after the 1st September 2002 will be sent vouchers for £250 to open accounts with accredited banks and building societies. For more details visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.childtrustfund.gov.uk/" ��www.childtrustfund.gov.uk/�








The End Child Poverty Coalition has launched a charter. The charter has ten points; these include an increase in child benefit and extending it to pregnant women and more funding for education of poorer children. The charter is supported by 40 national charities, the Director of End Child Poverty said” we have come up with ten proposals to lift one million children from poverty. Now it’s the politicians of all parties turn to tell the public how they plan to tackle child poverty and end it once and for all” To see the charter, Ten for a million visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecpc.org.uk" ��www.ecpc.org.uk�








A report into the Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy has claimed in some areas little progress has been made. The report says government support though regeneration programmes and area-based initiatives are failing to support deprived areas with too many separate initiatives with little focus on outcomes. The report looks at the 88 most deprived areas covered by the strategy. Though there are no improvement in GCSE results and no change in life expectancy there are improvements in employment and crime. To see the report Improving the prospects of people living in areas of multiple deprivations visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.regen.net/doc" ��www.regen.net/doc�








As part of the government’s Together campaign families who have caused problems to their neighbours will be given a last chance on compulsory parenting courses. The scheme, which has been piloted in ten areas, has proved successful.
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